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Some statistics…. 

• Total number of analytical results per year: 280.000 

 

– Surface water: 180.000  

– Waste water: 100.000 

 

• Outsourcing: 

 

– Surface water: 50% RWS-CfWM / 50% Outsourced 

– Waste water: 10% RWS-CfWM / 90% Outsourced 

 
MWTL: Monitoring Waterstaatkundige Toestand des Lands 

WVO: Wet Verontreiniging Oppervlaktewater 
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Outsourcing  

Analyses and Knowledge base  

Calamitous events  

Method development 
 & Innovation 

Consultancy for policy 
and enforcement 

“Assessment of purposes and necessity of the 
RWS laboratory” 

Atos consulting dec. 2004 
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Keith L. H., Crummett W., Deegan J., Jr. Libby, R. A. Taylor, J. K. 
and Wentler G. (1983). Principles of Environmental Analysis. 
Analytical Chemistry, 55, 2210-2218 

“It cannot be assumed that the person requesting an 
analysis will also be able to define the objectives of 
the analysis properly.” 
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Knowledge base 

• Accreditation according to NEN-EN-ISO/IEC17025:  

– General requirements for the competence of testing and 
calibration laboratories 

 

• Anual audits by the Board of Accreditation 

 

• Outsourcing unless …. 

– Who can do it? 

– Who keeps an eye on things? 

 

 



Rijkswaterstaat 

7 The Laboratory of Rijkswaterstaat 

Outsourcing: Our partners 

Commercial: 

 

• OMEGAM 

• Alcontrol 

• Analytico 

• Aqualab 

• AL-West 

• Koeman & Bijkerk 

 

Semi-government: 

 

• RIVM 

• Delta-waterlab 

• Vitens 

Science: 

 

• IVM-VU 

• RUG 

• UvA 

• IMARES 

• Biqualys 

 

European: 

 

• DLI (Duitsland) 

• GKSS (Duitsland) 

• BMM (België) 
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Availablity for calamitous events: 

GC: 

 

• Ronald de Boer 

• Piet van Duijn 

• Jari Claasen 

• Jordan Tiesnitsch 

 

 

Logistics: 

 

• Wout van Hemert 

• Marjan Rietveld 

 

Ecotox: 

 

• Ramiel Scheper 

• Afke Stein 

• Kees Kooistra 

• Ewoud Klopstra 

 
 
Hydrobiology: 
 

 Arnold Veen 

 Frans Kouwets 

 

Lab staff: 

 

• Onno Epema 

• Sander van Vliet 

• Henk Zemmelink 

• Carlo Engeler 
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Method developement & Innovation 

• Mebeverine in waste water 

• Antibiotics screening with bacterial assay 

• Metals: Organometallic compounds and speciation 

• Development of Water Framework Directive methods 

• New priority pollutants in WFD monitoring 

• Screening for toxic compounds 

• Identification of unknown contaminants in the Meuse river….. 
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Advice for policy and enforcement 

RWS Internal: 

• Vooroverleg ICBR 

• Vooroverleg ICBM 

• Vooroverleg 
Scheldecommissie 

• Alarmgroep 

 

International: 

• SANA (ICBR) 

• CMA (EU) 

• ISO TC 147 

• CEN TC 230 (EU) 

• Norman (EU) 

• Bonn Agreement 

 

 

National: 

• NEN 

• ILOW 

• ROOM 

• Vooroverleg CMA 

• Vooroverleg SCG/KRW 
regelgevend comité  

• STOWA 

Representation in national and international commissions  

• RWS-CfWM   - SLA en informatie 

    - Internationale afstemming 

    - Crisis Management en Informatievoorziening  

    - Emmisiebeheer 

    - Waterkwaliteit 

• RWS-RDs 
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The RWS Laboratory and the News…. 

February 14, 2013 

North Sea 
severely 
polluted by 
microplastic 
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Moerdijk January 5, 2011 
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• Mar 11 2011: Radioactive Fallout From Fukushima Posed Little 
Threat To The Netherlands 
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• Aug 1 2012: Dog dies after swimming in brackish creek 
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• Dec 5 2011: Acetone reaches 48 ug/l in Meuse river at Eijsden 

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

dec-11 dec-11 jan-12 mrt-12 apr-12 mei-12 jun-12 jul-12 aug-12 sep-12 okt-12 nov-12 dec-12 jan-13 feb-13

X 
X 



Rijkswaterstaat 

19 The Laboratory of Rijkswaterstaat 

Macrofauna surveillance 
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Midge larvae (Chironomids) 

• Where have 
the midges 
gone? 

• Will they 
return? 

• What will their 
numbers be 
next spring 
(2013)?  

June 7th, 2012! 
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You are welcome! 

 


