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Session 4: Building climate resilience practices in water
management

Goal

Increase the understanding of the participants on the types of adaptation measures
in water resources management at all levels

2.

Learning objectives

At the end of the session, the participants will be able to:

Understand the water resources management measures based on no-regrets
options available to address vulnerability to climate change

Strategize the use of different policies and instruments to build climate
resilience

Promote adaptation at the appropriate level.

Key messages

No-regret technical and institutional adaption measures to climate change in
the water sector require strong capacities for data assessment, monitoring &
sharing, as well as planning in order to better grasp water resources
availability and variability, water demands characteristics and trends.

Any action that contributes to minimize the gap between water supply and
demand can be considered as a no-regret adaptation measure. This includes
improving water quality, since it makes additional water available for other
uses. Actions that contribute to reduce the vulnerability to extreme events,
such as floods and droughts are also no-regret measures.

No-regret adaptation in the water sector requires comparing the advantages
and disadvantages of the various possible measures. In addition to costs and
benefits, the sensitivity of the various solutions to uncertainty is a key and
challenging dimension of the evaluation.

Water demand management measures are important to insure water security
under the threats of climate change that the participant countries face. Water
losses need to be assed in a comprehensive manner, that distinguish dry and
wet savings and take into account the various variables explaining farmers
technological choices and strategies.
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