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	Sustainable Water Integrated Management - Support Mechanism (SWIM- SM)

Project funded by the European Union





Consultation Meeting on The Cost Assessment 
of Water Resources Degradation of the Litani Basin 
Beirut, 12 December 2013
Information Note 

Introduction:

The Sustainable Water Integrated Management- Support Mechanism (SWIM – SM)  is a Regional Technical Support Program that includes the following Partners Countries (PCs): Algeria, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, the occupied Palestinian territory, Syria and Tunisia. The Program is funded by the European Neighborhood and Partnership Instrument (ENPI) South/Environment
SWIM overall objective is to promote actively the extensive dissemination of sustainable water management policies and practices in the region given the context of increasing water scarcity, combined pressure on water resources from a wide range of users and desertification processes, in connection with climate change. 

The specific objectives of the SWIM-SM are to: (i) raise the decision-makers and stakeholders’ awareness in the Partner Countries on existing and upcoming threats on water resources, on the necessity to switch to more viable water consumption models as well as on possible solutions to face the challenges; (ii) to support the Partner Countries in designing and implementing sustainable water management policies at the national and local levels, in liaison with on-going relevant international initiatives; and (iii) contribute to institutional strengthening, to the development of the necessary planning and management skills and to the transfer of know-how. SWIM-SM has now included among its four pillars, the economic valuation of water resources at the basin level.

SWIM-SM has included in its work package # 1, a regional activity on the cost assessment of water degradation (CAWRD) at the basin level. The overall objective is to assist national and local decision-makers in identifying concrete actions to improve watershed management in selected Partner Countries through the potential for financing projects that will derive environmental benefits and reduce externalities. To achieve the overall objective, there is a need to improve the investment opportunities of the government at the sub-national or basin level in order to effectively curb water degradation.

Although water issues and their impact on the economy have been assessed at the national level, the situation is different at the watershed because no assessment of costs associated with degradation has yet been undertaken. However, it is at the basin level, that decisions must be made regarding the management and protection of water resources and in close collaboration with local authorities.  The Cost Assessment of Water Resources Degradation (CWRD) would allow local institutions to have the necessary tools to interact on the basis of monetary terms with the central government, national ministries, especially with the Ministries of Finance, the different types of costs of degradation and the policies needed to reduce these costs.
In Lebanon SWIM-SM has estimated the degradation cost of water resources in the Litani watershed with the objective to value its cost and assist decision-makers at national and local levels to identify and prioritize specific actions to improve the management of this basin through potential funding of projects related to environmental benefits and the reduction of externalities.

The draft report was completed by the SWIM-SM consultants and is the subject of the consultation meeting for which an agenda is attached below
Objective of the  Consultation

The Objective of the Consultation is to: 

a) Present the study on the cost of water resources degradation of the Litani Basin

b) Discuss the content of this report and receive comments from the participants

c) Propose concrete actions to ensure ownership of the MEW of the recommendation to improve the water resources management of the Litani Basin

The Anticipated Results are

a) Exchanges of point  of views concerning the study

b) The added value of this study to mainstream environment into the management of water resources

c) The proposed actions for the use of this study in the decision making process  for improving the  water resources management of the Litani Basin 

Provisional Agenda

9:00 

Registration
9:30

Opening remarks 
Dr. Fadi Comair, Director General – General Directorate of Hydraulic and Electrical

Resources - Ministry of Energy and Water (SWIM-SM Focal Point in Lebanon)
Representative of the Litani River Authority (tbc)

Head of Sustainable Development Section, European Commission in Lebanon (tbc)  
9:45
Presentation of the General Context of the Cost Assessment of Water Resources Degradation in the Litani Basin  


Dr. Sherif Arif, Senior Water Expert, SWIM-SM

10:15 
Questions et Answers
10:30 
Coffee Break 
11:00
Methodology and Cost Assessment of Water Resources Degradation of the Litani Basin 

Mr. Fadi Doumani, Senior Water Economist Expert
12:00
Discussion

12:30
Lunch
14:00
Methodology and Assessment of Remediation Costs of Water Resources of the Litani Basin 

Mr. Fadi Doumani, Senior Water Economist Expert
15:00
Discussion

15:30 
Coffee Break 
16:00
Conclusions and Recommendations 


Dr. Sherif Arif and Mr. Fadi Doumani

16:30
Discussion

17:30 
Closing 
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.....Water is too precious to Waste
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